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Welcome to our
Newsletter for Spring
2026

Thank you once again to everyone
who has renewed their subscription to
Friends of the Meadows (or joined for
the first time!)

If you haven't yet re-subscribed, or
haven't set up a standing order, you
can still do that — just go to our
website’'s Home page and download
the Membership Form, which has all
the instructions.

With this newsletter, we bring news
that the first Chair of Friends of the
Meadows, Richard (Dick) Smart,
passed away in February at the age of
97. He was very active in Friends of
the Meadows for many years and
being a tree specialist, helped identify
the different trees on the Meadows.
His favourite tree was the large old
ash tree still to be found at the
southeast corner of The Meadows and
he wrote a short article, published in
our newsletter in Spring 2024 about
how that tree, which must be over 200
years old, continues to survive at over
50 feet in height providing a great
lookout spot for kestrels and crows
and a place for smaller birds to feed
and nest in the branches.

Our current Chair, Julie Savory has
provided the obituary on page 4.

Rachel Cross, Newsletter Editor
Email: fomchester@gmail.com

This edition’s cover photo is of a female
Goosander by the Old Dee Bridge
Photo by Andy Ingham
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Hope is the thing with
feathers

“Hope” is the thing with feathers -
That perches in the soul -

And sings the tune without the
words -

And never stops - at all -

And sweetest - in the Gale - is
heard -

And sore must be the storm -
That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm -

I've heard it in the chillest land -
And on the strangest Sea -

Yet - never - in Extremity,

It asked a crumb - of me.
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This is a popular poem by the American
poet Emily Dickinson written around
1861. In the poem, "Hope" is
metaphorically transformed into a
strong-willed bird that lives within the
human soul—and sings its song no
matter what.
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Meadows Management

Steph Hefferan, Greenspace Officer, gives a round up of recent works on the Meadows

Scrub management

The remaining cut scrub was finally
chipped in January. The contractor was
made aware of my concerns regarding the
length of time this has taken to

sort. Hopefully we won't have this issue
in the future; having consulted with our
Biodiversity officer, using a tracked
chipper is acceptable (although not ideal),
but given the options when it comes to
the scrub cutting, it's the most practical.

Riverside gates

The Riverside entrance gates and minor
path repairs (opposite Deva Terrace) have
now been completed.

Trees
A survey of the riverside trees has been
arranged by our Tree team.

Public Events in 2026

Some trees have been identified for
removal. One willow by the Mound has
split to the base. | have asked the
contractors to leave a tall stump for
deadwood but to remove the brash, so it
doesn't interfere visually with the avenue.

An oak on Barnfield has got a split full
length of its main stem. Having discussed
various options trying to save the tree, the
final decision has been to remove it.
Whatever work they try to do on it to
reduce the hazard to the public, it will
compromise what is already a tree that at
some point is destined to fail. It's a
shame but it happens.

We can look at some point in the future to
either replace it or leave the area to plant
more wildflowers.

Steph Hefferan

The Deva Triathlon - Sunday 7th June 2026

Transition is in Grosvenor Park; the run route will incorporate running over the Old Dee Bridge, the
Suspension bridge, along the Groves and in the Meadows with the finish being at the Bandstand

The Deva Divas Triathlon - Sunday 5th July 2026

This is a short distance ladies-only race and again includes an Aquabike. It has its transitions on

the Meadows.

The Chester Raft Race - Sunday 12th July 2026

Events start at 10:00am and the race begins at 10:30am from the Meadows

The Dee Mile - Saturday 8th August 2026

One of the oldest races on the river, this takes place at 5:00pm. There will be a Registration

marquee on the Meadows.


https://www.chestertri.org.uk/our-races/deva-triathlon/
https://www.chestertri.org.uk/our-races/deva-triathlon/
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Rlchard Smart — Obituary

Richard, or Dick as he was known to many,
has sadly died, aged 97. In 1984 Richard
became the first Chair of the formally

.| constituted Friends of The Meadows,
remaining Chair until 1991. He built upon the
- work of Adele Edwards who had set up

. aninformal ‘Meadows Users Association’
S84 in1980 after becoming concerned about

% the neglected state of The Meadows.

. Growing up in Welwyn Garden City during

. the WW2 years, Richard, even as a

B8 young boy, was passionate about nature and
= wildlife. He nurtured an injured crow

& back to good health and the crow, once

& released back into the open would still

"= return to sit on young Richard’s shoulder.

As a student he studied Forestry at
Edinburgh University and worked in forestry
management for many years both in Africa,
Scotland, England and Wales, finally setting up his own consultancy based in Mold.
He was a well-respected expert in his field and in 1992 he published a book ‘Trees
and Woodlands in Cheshire: A History and Guide'.

Richard loved The Meadows and in his own words said ‘I first set foot on The
Meadows in 1974, marvelling to find this green space in the heart of the city’. His
expertise in trees was of great benefit. He was involved in planting many trees
including the oak tree in Barnfield and just eight years ago helped committee
members survey and identify all the different tree species to be found on the
Meadows. His favourite tree was the large old ash tree still to be found at the
southeast corner. He also carried out butterfly surveys and was very knowledgeable
about birds.

After leaving university, Richard headed to Africa where he met his future wife, Joan,
who was working as a nurse. They lived in Zambia for 10 years and two of their
three children were born there. He and Joan had a strong bond and were married for
70 years until Joan sadly pre-deceased him in August 2025.

In addition to his love of nature, Richard was a keen gardener, enjoyed art classes
and volunteered at a Food bank and in a local charity shop.



Meadows Working Parties

Our first working party of the year
was a litter picking session on the
7th February.

Thanks to everyone who braved
the damp and cold and was able
to join us as we gave the Meadows
a bit of a 'spring clean', We
collected over five bags of litter
including a discarded tent!

We also discussed possible
projects for this year and one
project that we would like to : : S ‘
progress is planting a native Volunteers at the litter picking session on 7th Feruary
species hedgerow along the fence

boundary between Barnfield (the greenspace on your left as you enter The Meadows at
the Lower Park Road entrance) and the canoe/rowing club.

We envisage that this will be our main
project over this coming year and beyond
being completed in stages. We are looking

. at sources of native species hedge plants.
' Wealso plan to include a couple of trees
along the hedge such as rowan, crab apple.

On Saturday 7th March a group of eight
volunteers completed preparation of the
- firstten metres. We plan to start planting
| this first section in April.

. More details about the hedge project will be

| included in our Summer newsletter

including which native species we have

. planted together with information about
why hedgerows are so good for biodiversity

and wildlife.

Julie Savory

On Saturday 7th March preparation of the first 10 metres for
the hedge laying took place



An Atlantic Grey Seal entertained visitors and tourists by The Groves on Easter Monday (see 6" April)

28th January 2026

A mixed flock of finch were in the
hedgerow bordering Barnfield Meadow
including Redpoll, Goldfinch, Bullfinch and
Chaffinch.

13 Goosander were also on the river by
the Old Dee bridge.

9th February 2026
A pre-roost flock of 120 Linnet gathered
in the riverside Willows.

A L
Vaho L NGPPRTey S VI

FRIENDS OF THS‘

MEA

16th February 2026
A Woodcock was flushed from the bank
below Andrews Crescent.

17th February 2026
Eight Siskin were feeding in the Alder
Trees below Andrew Crescent.

4th March 2026
A Chiffchaff singing on Bottoms Lane
track was probably the first spring migrant
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Female Stonechat 6" April

and not an over-wintering bird.
Four more Siskin were feeding in Alder
Trees by the ferry landing stage. (see pics)

28th March 2026
Six Snipe were flushed from Dukes land
bordering the Meadow.

Female Goosander T Hevweir 28-03-2026

6th April 2026
An Atlantic Grey Seal caused quite a stir

by the Groves as it grappled a huge carp it
caught by the Suspension Bridge. The seal
had no doubt swum up the river from its
usual hangout area on the Dee estuary. It
had apparently been seen the previous
day and also by the Meadows on the 7th
and 8th. (See pics)

A pair of wintering Stonechat were still on
the Meadow and at least 12 Redpoll were
in the Hedgerow bordering the

Male Siskin 4th March

Handbridge Marsh.

7th April 2026

The faint sound of the first Willow Warbler
of the spring heard coming from trees by
the west end river entrance.

The first and only Orange Tip of the
season so far was on the neighbouring
Dukes land.

10th April 2026

The first migrating Common Sandpiper of
the spring was by the Old Dee Bridge
increasing to four at the same location the
following day.

12th April 2026
A Swallow flying in a North Westerly
direction through the meadow, a skulking



Female Siskin 4" March
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Greater Whitethroat in the centre and a

Reed Warbler singing on the Handbridge
marsh were all firsts for the spring.

13th April 2026

The short burst of a reeling Grasshopper
Warbler gave away its presence on the
Meadow.

Andy Ingham, Meadows Log Recorder,
Tel: 01244 677135

Facebook: /friends_of the_meadows-chester
Website: www.friendsofthemeadows.org
Email us: fomchester@gmail.com

Other News

Horses on Chatterton’s
Meadow

.+ We often get messages
from people expressing
concern for one or other
of the horses which
graze on Chatterton’s
1 Meadow (the next

! meadow upstream from
The Earl’s Eye Meadow)

It should be noted that this field is not
owned nor managed by Cheshire West
and Chester Council.

Should you have any queries regarding
this land or the horses, please contact
Severn Trent Rural Estates Team.

We don't have a specific contact but
try searching online for the Severn
Trent Agricultural Advisor for Cheshire.

"Guerilla" tree planting

When Andy Ingham was out walking
the Meadows a couple of weeks ago
he noticed that somebody had been
planting willow cuttings along a couple
of areas in the middle of the meadow.
There were about 50 cuttings planted
there. Needless to say he pulled them
up before they were able to take root.

While this activity is often aimed at
environmental improvement

on neglected land, it is generally illegal
in many places.

Of course, the Meadows is managed
by the Greenspace Ranger and Friends
of the Meadows consults with her on
all of the planting which we undertake.

We ask that people do not undertake
this activity on the Meadows. Thanks!


http://www.friendsofthemeadows.org/
mailto:fomchester@gmail.com

