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WE|c0me to our Newsletter for
Summer 2022

Despite the cover of this edition of

the newsletter, cattle grazing has

not returned to the Meadows! But |

t hhought 1 06d give ev
reminder of how it used to be at
least eight years ago now . Maybe
sometime in the future we will see
them return? Wedl |

This Summer edition also has a
bumper Meadows Log compiled by
Andy covering February to July this
year with some gorgeous photos!

As ever, Andy would be glad to

hear of all your sightings of wildlife
in and around the Meadows i see
the back page for contact details.

At the time of writing, three of the

four public events on the Meadows
have taken place, w
Fieldd on Near Me a
cut beforehand. The
Div as Triathlon was held on 10 ™
July and thereds a
the event on Youtube T justsearch
for fiDeva Divas 202
public event is the Dee Mile

swimming race which takes place

on Saturday 6 ™ August at 5:30pm.
Another date for your diaries is our
Annual General Meeting which is
scheduled for Thursday 17
November. In the meantime, enjoy

the Summer , stay co
back in the Autumn!

Rachel Cross, Newsletter Editor
Email: rachelcross789@gmail.com

This edition6s c SBtevelHowpdi o {
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In this Issue

3 | Meadows Management

Black Poplar board

4 | Botany Walks on the
Meadows

58 i Meadows Log
Feb to July 2022

Balsam Bashing

We had a productive evening on
4th July removing Himalayan
Balsam from various areas on The
Meadows , organised by Andy. We
were joined by Alison
member.
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Meadows Management

Events

All the public events scheduled in with
no problems reported as yet. Grass in
the events area has been mown with
further cuts scheduled the arisings

| 21 " KA 0K 1T x£dz Oz |
approximately every two weeks so they
will naturally be short and more easily
disperse.

Black poplar interpretation board
This isnow installed and invoice
sent. Well done everyone involved, it
looks good!

Erosion (opposite the sailing club)
Vegetation is finally establishing but on
my return from leave in August | will
investigate the possibility of erosion
control options which may help to

protect the area until it fully

stabilises. | favouramore™ | " Ao 1 " W
system rather than any built structures

boKk &~ WW T ol A"dA "I
group before seeking funding. At the

" d, moment, it’s just an idea.

Ditches

As you know, the money | applied for
to manage the ditches was removed by
Defra, therefore we have been
focussing on scrub management in and
around the ditches to ensure they
retain maximum water _ although the
scrub removal is technically to support
the management of the grassland
management we have focussed on the
ditches to hopefully address both
Issues.

Steph Hefferan, Greenspace Officer

The Black Poplar
interpretation board
was installed over the
weekend of 2&3 July
and is situated along
the eastern pathway of
the Meadows. The four
poplars can be seen
from this position.

Its installation was
funded from the
Members Budgets of
Cllrs Razia Daniels and
Neil Sullivan
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Botany Walks on The Meadows

A review of the events by Julie Savory

We were very
fortunate this year to
be able to offer three
Botany walks on The
Meadows led by
Martin Stead, an
experienced recorder
of plant life for the
Botanical Society of
the British Isles.

The walks were very

well attended and we

were lucky to have

good weather and

sometimes accompanied by lovely bird song, including a very vocal song thrush.

Although often hidden by the grasses, Martin helped us to identify an amazing
number of flowering plants.

In addition to the more easily identifiable flowers such as cow parsley, common
sorrell , red and white campion and buttercups , we spotted several less well known
plants some with unusual names.These included: hemlock water droplet, ,mugwort,
yellow melilot, spear thistle, lesser stitchwort, woody nightshade, hedge mustard,
common mouse ear, meadow cranesbill,herb bennet and hoary cress.

d" VT AKi Il Gl Al z|ol x| od Kz KC+x "~ F+xid~ od=]
the variations of different plants. Who knew for example that in addition to white
and red clover there is also a zigzag clover!

This year, the grasgs on The Meadows seem very dominant. Key species are
Yorkshire Fog and Meadow Foxtail. Although attractive in their own way, enmasse
they are more vigorous and grow higher than many of the flowering species,
blocking out their light and making it harder for them to thrive.



