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Welcome t o our 

Newsletter for Autumn  2018  
 
After our long, hot Summer, the season 

has definitely turned into Autumn as we 
see and feel the changes around us.  

 
We are now starting to prepare for this 

yearôs AGM which will be at the new St 
Maryôs Handbridge Centre on ñour sideò 

of the river.  Weôre grateful to James 
Holroyd for continuing to find excelle nt 

speakers for our meetings. This year we 
have arborialist John Tuer who hails 

from Much Wenlock in Shropshire who I 
am sure will give a fascinating talk all 

about trees!  

 
More details on the AGM can be found 

on page 3 and I hope to see as many 
as possible come along to show your 

support.  
 

All the news in and around the 
Meadows is included elsewhere in this 

newsletter , which again is a more 
compact eight pages long.  

 
Our next newsletter is due out in 

January and will be accompanied by our 
request for membership renewals. 

These are vitally important to keep the 

Friends of the Meadows  going, both to 
fund the printing of these newsletters 

and to support the extra work on the 
Meadows itself which the Committee 

wishes to undertake. The scope and 
extent of what is done on behalf of you, 

our membership, will be one of the 
subjects up for di scussion at the AGM.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Rachel Cross, Newsletter Editor 
Email: rachelcross789@gmail.com 
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Other News 
Around the Meadows  

Conservation ï a poem by Gill 

McEvoy  
 

The Perfect Sloe Gin 
Ruth Davidson shares her 
recipe  

 

7-8 Meadows Log 
Andyôs round up of wildlife 

sightings around the Meadows  
 

 
 

This editionôs cover photo of a swan on the 

River Dee in Chester is provided by Dale 

Miles  

 

To Autumn by John Keats, 1819  

(excerpt)  

 

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,  

Close bosom -friend of the maturing 

sun; 

Conspiring with him how to load and 

bless 

With fruit the vines that round the 

thatch -eves run;  

To bend with apples the moss'd 

cottage -trees,  

And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;  

To swell the gourd, and plump the 

hazel shells 

With a sweet kernel; to set budding 

more,  

And still more, later flowers for the bees,  

Until they think warm days will never 

cease,  

For Summer has o'er -brimm'd their 

clammy cells  
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Annual General Meeting 
 

Thursday 8th November, 2018 at 7pm 
 

St Maryôs Handbridge Centre,  
St Mary Without-the-Walls, Handbridge, CH4 7HL  

 

This yearôs AGM talk and presentation will be by John Tuer on:  

 

Trees of the Shropshire Hills  

 
The talk takes the form of a virtual walk of seven miles through the south Shropshire 
Hills. On the way, we shall look particularly at the trees, many of them being native 

species although there are a few introduced species among them (e.g Wellingtonia, 

Leyland Cypress, Rhododendron, Douglas Fir, etc.).  
 

Along our way we shall be looking at tree related issues: ivy on trees, root compaction, 
dead limbs, what to use as hedging trees,  when to use native trees or introduced 

specimens. This will give material for discussion later, if time allows.  
 

John worked in senior management in a comprehensive school 
before retirement, subsequently training as a tree surgeon. He has 

given this talk  successfully to groups with a wide range of interests.  

 
The Annual General Meeting will commence at 7pm, to be 

followed by the talk and complimentary drinks and cake! 
Potential members will be welcome, too.  

  


